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05 Evil Corporations

Emma Carr takes a look at some of the most fiendish of on-screen 
corporations...let’s just hope none come to exist off-screen.

08 Conspiracy on Film

Amy Cornforth traces the various depictions of film conspiracies- whether that be 
the usual group-effort, between two people or even just a one-person 
conspiracy?

11 You will not disbelief this!

What do Harry Potter and The Rocky Horror Picture Show have in common, apart 
from mysterious castles where mysterious happenings occur? Evie Brudenall 
takes a look at how both could be a conspiracy we willingly enter into…

14 Nationalist Films- A New Look?

Heard of Braveheart? American Sniper? The Dambusters? Yes, well now Ali Berry 
takes a looks at nationalist and non-nationalist films outside the bounds of 
western cinema.

17 Movie Maths

Sarah Armstrong  uncovers some of the facts and figures about films focused on 
conspiracies and secret organisations.

18 Yorkshire’s Connection to Film

Did you know that there is a studio in York that creates immersive performances 
and a horror anthology web series? Find out more as Amy Cornforth interviews 
Damian Freddi, the owner of Nightshade productions, the people behind ‘The 
York Terror Trail’.

21 Movie Horoscopes

Have the movie stars aligned for you this term? Mia Shaw tells all…
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A NOTE FROM OUR EDITORS

Can you hear it? It’s getting faster. It’s getting closer. Or am the only one 
hearing the Jaws theme as summer a.k.a exam term is upon us? Yep, 
unfortunately it’s that time of the year again. The time when the chances of 
getting a seat at the library after 11 am are the same as Donald Trump not 
saying something inappropriate on twitter, the time when the geese 
become even more demonic as their spawn are unleashed and the time 
when, as the weather brightens, we recede into the shadows.
 
Is this a bleak enough picture for you? Or need I mention all the news 
headlines at the minute…war, failing cooperation, Trump. For our Summer 
2017 issue we could have gone with a more upbeat theme, like rainbows, 
bunnies or butterflies. But no! We do not shy away from current or difficult 
issues at YSC by willingly escaping into fantasy worlds or fictional 
peoples’ lives under the control of some else’s direction (oh wait….is that 
what watching a film is?). But seriously, we wanted to engage with 
contemporary issues by exploring conspiracies and the manipulation of 
truth in film. Thus, look forward to delving into propaganda, 
monopolising corporations and how film has been used to inhibit as well 
as open viewers’ eyes to the truth.
 
Unfortunately as our beloved P/X/001 is being redecorated, York Student 
Cinema will not be showing any films this term. But there is hope! (cue the 
two suns of tatooine theme) Have no fear Exposure is here! On our blog we 
will still be producing amazing articles, keeping you updated on all the 
current trailers, releases and controversial issues in the industry, as well as 
expanding your viewing palette. And even though we will not be showing 
films, all are welcome to still get involved, such as with helping revamp 
the YSC brand and writing for the blog and future Exposure issues! 

ES
On behalf of the Exposure Team

yorkstudentcinema.org.uk yorkstudentcinema

York Student Cinema

Exposure YSC
@YscYork
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WHERE TO FIND US

YSC can be found in P/X/001, located in the Physics and Electronics 
Department on Hes West, at the south end by the Student Centre.

yorkstudentcinema.org.uk yorkstudentcinema
York Student Cinema  
Exposure YSC @YscYork

Editors
Ellie Schenk and Holly Huxter

Deputy Editor
Amy Cornforth and Evie Brudenall 

Cover Design
Lily Hambly

Writers
Evie Brudnall, Ali Berry, Emma Carr, Amy Cornforth, Mia Shaw, Sarah 
Armstrong

CONTRIBUTORS
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So much production tends to be done in the South, that people are often 
unaware that there are talented companies right on their doorstep. I had the 
pleasure of talking to Damian Freddi, the owner of Nightshade productions, 
the people behind ‘The York Terror Trail,’ based in the city centre, and other 
immersive theatre performances such as ‘A Christmas Carol,’ and their 
upcoming production of ‘A Study in Scarlett.’ One of their most recent 
segments is the creation of a horror anthology web series. When I spoke with 
Damian, he told me how it all started…

Why did you decide to set up the company in York, 
in particular?
Well, that was where we were offered the gig – a 
friend of mine was looking to start a ghost walk. 
Long story short, we got drunk around a bonfire and 
he asked me if I wanted to start one. I said yes, and 
things went from there. We didn’t start with film 
though.

Yes, the ghost walk was where it started, then you started to do theatre before moving 
on to film?
Yeah, it was a pretty weird evolution actually. We started off doing ghost stories and 
found that the historical accuracy of a lot of the stories in York is suspect. So we turned 
around and said ‘Sod it’ we’ll do the horror history side of things, and look at horrible 
things which did happen. Then from there, we got drunk again together in a pub, and 
we got the idea to do a play, but on the streets. So we did Charles Dicken’s A Christmas 
Carol, and we’ve been running plays which have steadily been getting more ambitious. 
Once, we did The Three Musketeers, which involved a ten man swordfight on the steps of 
York Minster. Then, it was a natural progression, we had a bit of extra money from 
doing the plays, so why not actually have a go at making a web series – so I tried doing 
one, which failed because I  didn’t know anything about making one. But then we tried 
doing York Tales, to cement in how to make a web series, and the first three episodes 
went pretty well.  
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is a creepy underpass. What if you were trapped?’ The second influence was actually 
because, an influence of the tour is there is a story where people walk down the street, 
and they pass people in trouble as if they are invisible, so one of the main points of The 
Underpass is – you are never more than a penny away from being homeless or destitute. 
It’s a quirk of luck you live the life that you do, and that hair’s breadth is where The 
Underpass happens. It’s a transition from being part of the world, to literally dropping 
off it.

What about When the Chips are Down?
The inspiration for that, again there are a couple, was Hitchcock – and the other 
inspiration, was that I had been watching so much crap about how women are treated 
in general, and I just thought, what if the worst examples of that were all in the same 
room as someone who wasn’t going to take it. She turns it on its head and makes them 
pay. Another inspiration was Shakespeare – there is always the guy whose mum gets 
killed, and he goes out for revenge, but we thought it would be better if we flipped it, 
because that story has been done before. I don’t think it has been done with a woman 
taking revenge for her mother’s murder.  

Why specifically did you decide to set it in a 

poker room?

Because, Poker is a traditionally masculine 

setting. It’s also a game of calculation and 

misdirection – and you play the people across 

the table by controlling your emotions, whilst 

also manipulating theirs. The reason I think 

this is viewed as a traditionally masculine sport is that people traditionally have the 

misconception that women are unable to control their own emotions. So I wanted 

something where she could beat them at their own game so thoroughly, that there wouldn’t 

be a chance for them make excuses. 

You came up with the concept for The Underpass and 
co-wrote When the Chips are Down. For these two films - 
were there any particular events which inspired them?
There were two main inspirations for The Underpass. The 
first one was because I had been walking through the 
actual location we used and I thought, ‘Bloody Hell, this 

Those three episodes were The Underpass, When the Chips are Down, and Don’t feed the 
Trolls. I understand you had a hand in all these projects?
In different ways, yes. 
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Can you tell us anything about the next series of York Tales?
We’re trying for a mix. Something you may have noticed about the first season is that 
they’re not all linked to a certain style. I wanted this to be a coalition of people coming 
together, and having different ideas and styles on display – as a picture of what the 
York horror scene looks like now. Some are just as, if not more horrifying as When the 
Chips are Down, some are body horror, some are psychological and some are hilariously 
funny. There was a script called Part-time Hitman, that I was reading in tears of 
laughter. 

I understand that script came from a competition you hosted. What made you decide 
to have a writing competition for scripts?
Two reasons, one cynical, one not. The less cynical one is that I didn’t want this to be 
my pet project, because if you only draw from one pool you’re never going to see the 
breadth of imagination that I think we have now. There are scripts we have now that I 
physically couldn’t come up with because you tend to draw from your own 
experiences. It’s an act of hubris to think that you could come up with every script that 
could be written in an anthology, without at least looking round to see if people have 
other ideas. A lot of stuff comes from Manchester and Leeds, so not many people have 
seen that York is full of crazy, imaginative people. There are breakouts, but it’s just a 
drop in the ocean. And of course, there’s the cynical reason, I don’t have enough time. I 
did three for the coming series, but the end goal is maybe I would put in one, and then 
the others would come from people in York, who haven’t had the chance to put a movie 
on at all. 

Where would you like York Tales to go next?
We’re putting together this series of eight as a concept for kickstarter or crowdfunding, 
to try and get together bigger budgets for maybe the same number of episodes.

I want to jump back a bit to what you said about people not seeing the talent of York. 
A lot of production tends to be done down south, but what do you think are the 
advantages of filming in Yorkshire?
Locations are a bit more open. Places seem to be more open to you coming in to you 
coming in and using the odd function room. And people are often a little more easy 
going with permissions you have to get, because they want to see Northern cinema 
succeed – so the environment is more supportive. Also there are environments you get 
up here which you don’t get down south. The Yorkshire moors, for example. It’s a good 
looking place to film in. Often very cold, but more welcoming at the same time.
 
                                                                                                     -Interview by Amy Cornforth
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At the time of going to press, all of the films on our schedule were confirmed by our booking agents. Unfortunately, 
there may be unforeseen circumstances which force us to reschedule, replace, or even cancel a film. These rare 

situations are beyond our control, and in such cases we will make every effort to publicise the changes in our 
schedule and to show the film in question at a later date, if possible.
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Our cinema has full wheelchair access and is fitted with infrared hearing systems for anyone 
with a hearing impairment. Please speak to our house managers for more information.

Special thanks to Chris Troy, the University porters, YUSU and YuFund.

WE ARE
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WHAT? 

 

Have no fear! There are still plenty of ways to get 
involved with the YSC. 


